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Privacy
Privacy refers to the phenomenon where the personal information is not disclosed to other people. Observation of privacy ensures that the information concerning the person is not disclosed to other people unless the person decides to do so by providing the information or consent (World Health Organization, 2016). In the medical and healthcare sector, privacy of a patient is very important and should be respected. Any medical information kept either electronically or manually in a patient file should be protected from unauthorized persons’ access. According to Herlihy and Corey (2014), privacy is a moral right to all people especially in the field of healthcare. The condition of the patient should remain confidential unless the patient provides consent to disclose such information to the third parties by the healthcare provider. It is the privacy that ensures that the patient is not discriminated in case they have a condition that is stigmatized in the community. Also, privacy ensures that protection of the patient’s family in case the patient has a terminal illness which would need gradual disclosure at the discretion of the patient as they prepare them for the inevitable. However, there are cases when disclosure of the patient condition is inevitable and this violates the privacy of the patient (Herlihy & Corey, 2014). In a case where the patient has a condition that endangers the lives of people around them like an Ebola patient. Such information has to be disclosed to ensure that the people around do not contract the deadly condition. Also, the privacy of a person is violated if the information shared is needed by the government and the healthcare management for planning and policy formulation purposes. 
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